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Abstract 

Background  Moso bamboo (Phyllostachys edulis) is a typical East Asian bamboo that does not flower for > 60 years 
and propagates without seed reproduction. Thus, Moso bamboo can be propagated vegetatively, possibly resulting 
in highly heterozygous genetic inheritance. Recently, a draft genome of Moso bamboo was reported, followed by 
whole genome single nucleotide polymorphisms (SNP) analysis, which showed that the genome of Moso bamboo 
in China has regional characteristics. Moso bamboo in Japan is thought to have been introduced from China over the 
sea in 1736. However, it is unclear where and how Moso bamboo was introduced in Japan from China. Here, based on 
detailed analysis of heterozygosity in genome diversity, we estimate the spread of genome diversity and its pedigree 
of Moso bamboo.

Results  We sequenced the whole genome of Moso bamboo in Japan and compared them with data reported 
previously from 15 regions of China. Only 4.1 million loci (0.37% of the analyzed genomic region) were identified as 
polymorphic loci. We next narrowed down the number of polymorphic loci using several filters and extracted more 
reliable SNPs. Among the 414,952 high-quality SNPs, 319,431 (77%) loci were identified as heterozygous common 
to all tested samples. The result suggested that all tested samples were clones via vegetative reproduction. Somatic 
mutations may accumulate in a heterozygous manner within a single clone. We examined common heterozygous 
loci between samples from Japan and elsewhere, from which we inferred that an individual closely related to the sam-
ple from Fujian, China, was introduced to Japan across the sea without seed reproduction. In addition, we collected 
16 samples from four nearby bamboo forests in Japan and performed SNP and insertion/deletion analyses using a 
genotyping by sequencing (GBS) method. The results suggested that a small number of somatic mutations would 
spread within and between bamboo groves.

Conclusions  High heterozygosity in the genome-wide diversity of Moso bamboo implies the vegetative propagation 
of Moso bamboo from China to Japan, the pedigree of Moso bamboo in Japan, and becomes a useful marker to 
approach the spread of genome diversity in clonal plants.
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Background
Many bamboo species reproduce vegetatively for 
several decades and rarely flower [1]. Moso bamboo 
(Phyllostachys edulis) is a typical East Asian bamboo 
with about 4.43 million hectares of habitat in China, 
accounting for about 73.8% of China’s bamboo forest 
area [2]. Moso bamboo has been reported to flower 
once after an interval of > 60  years, but the flowering 
cycle and mechanism are unknown [3–7].

A small number of DNA markers have been used to 
analyze genomic diversity within Moso bamboo. In Tai-
wan, nine strains of Moso bamboo were distinguished 
using random amplified polymorphic DNA (RAPD), 
microsatellite, and minisatellite markers [8]. In China, 
analyses using 20 simple sequence repeat (SSR) mark-
ers showed that Moso bamboo from three regions 
was polymorphic within the region [9]. Analysis of 16 
microsatellite markers revealed that all 246 strains of 
Moso bamboo in China and Japan had identical geno-
types. Four of the markers were heterozygous, suggest-
ing that a single clone is widely distributed in East Asia, 
including Japan [10]. However, it is difficult to realize 
the genomic diversity of Moso bamboo based on these 
markers alone.

A draft genome of Moso bamboo of about 2  Gb was 
recently reported [11]. Subsequently, a reference genome 
with chromosome-level scaffolds was created using Hi-C 
[12], and then used as the reference genome for whole-
genome single nucleotide polymorphism (SNP) analy-
sis of 427 strains of Moso bamboo from various regions 
of China. By clustering using the neighbor-joining (NJ) 
method [13], Hunan Province was inferred to be the ori-
gin of Moso bamboo because the bamboo in this area is 
close to Phyllostachys kwangsiensis, and its Wright’s F 
statistic (Fst) is larger than that of other regions. In addi-
tion, Moso bamboo from Guizhou and Yunnan prov-
inces were inferred to be recent isolates from eastern 
China, based on their low genetic diversity and cluster-
ing results [14].

Moso bamboo in Japan is thought to have been intro-
duced to Kagoshima, the second most southern pre-
fecture in Japan, from China over the sea in 1736 [15]. 
Although there may have been other introductions of 
Moso bamboo from China to Japan [16, 17], there is 
insufficient evidence to confirm this. A stone monument 
in Senganen Garden, Kagoshima Prefecture, explicitly 
states that Moso bamboo was brought to Japan in 1736. 
Since Moso bamboo shoot is used as food, and the culm 
is also a useful material, it is thought that the distribu-
tion of Moso bamboo greatly expanded in Japan due to 
human cultivation. Senganen is in the southern part of 
Japan (31°4 N), but the current northern limit of Moso 
bamboo in Japan is around Hakodate (41°5 N).

It is not possible to determine whether Moso bamboo 
was brought from China as seeds or plant bodies based 
on the description on the Senganen stone monument, 
which also gives no indication of the region in China 
from which Moso bamboo was brought to Japan. Here, 
in this study,  we inferred the origin of Japanese Moso 
bamboo by whole-genome resequencing (WGS) analysis 
of specimens from Japan and China. We used a lineage of 
Japanese Moso bamboo that had been transplanted from 
Senganen to Fuji Bamboo Garden in Shizuoka Prefecture. 
We also sampled kikko-chiku (Phyllostachys edulis f. 
heterocycla) (Additional file 1: Fig. S1), which is thought 
to be a variety of Moso bamboo, in Shizuoka Prefecture, 
Japan, and investigated its origin.

To further elucidate the mechanisms underlying the 
diversity of Moso bamboo, a recently developed genotyp-
ing by sequencing (GBS) method, GRAS-Di (Genotyping 
by Random Amplicon Sequencing-Direct) [18], was used 
to analyze multiple samples from the same bamboo grove 
in Japan and other, nearby groves. An overview of the 
WGS and GRAS-Di analysis methods, and a description 
of their use in this study, is presented in Additional file 1: 
Fig. S2.

Results
In the WGS analysis, the majority of high‑quality SNPs were 
identified as heterozygous loci among all tested samples
We used Genome Analysis Toolkit (GATK) 4.2.3.0 [19] 
for variant-calling of 20 whole-genome short-read data, 
including 1 lineage of Moso bamboo thought to have 
been first introduced to Japan from China, 2 lineages of 
Japanese kikko-chiku thought to be a variant of Moso 
bamboo, and 15 lineages from various regions in China 
[14], and 125- and 250-bp paired-end short read data [12] 
used to construct the reference genome of Moso bamboo. 
For the 15 Chinese lineages, one canonical representative 
from each cluster was selected based on principal com-
ponent analysis (PCA) conducted in a previous report 
[14]. Referring to PCA data from the previous report 
[14], we calculated the median PC1, PC2, and PC3 for 
each of the 15 regions and selected one sample in each 
region with the lowest Euclidean distance between the 
sample and the median PC1, PC2, and PC3 for that sam-
ple’s region. In this paper, the classification of five regions 
of China (East, Middle, West, South-A, and South-B) is 
the same as a previous report [14]. For whole-genome 
analysis using highly reliable loci, a gvcf file contain-
ing genotyping data for all nucleotide loci in the whole 
reference genome was created, followed by filtering to 
remove loci with low genotyping reliability. Loci identi-
fied as homozygous alternatives in the variant calling 
using the Illumina short-read data used to create the ref-
erence genome were excluded due to possible sequence 
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errors in the reference genome. In total, 4,103,158 loci 
(0.37% of the analyzed sequences) were candidate loci 
with polymorphisms. 99.63% of the sequences in the ana-
lyzed region were homozygous reference sequences. As 
Moso bamboo propagates in a vegetative manner [6, 10], 
information on heterozygous loci was considered. High-
quality SNPs were selected to infer phylogenetic rela-
tionships. We used the MQ value (root mean square of 
the mapping quality of reads across all samples) to nar-
row down the candidate SNPs to only the most reliable 
ones; the highest MQ value (corresponding to the high-
est genotyping accuracy) was 60 (Fig. 1a). The loci with 
MQ values less than 60 were widely distributed and these 
were excluded (Additional file  1: Fig. S3). The 414,952 
loci extracted by filtering by MQ value were used as high-
quality SNPs in the following analysis. We investigated 
common heterozygous and homozygous loci among 18 
samples, except for the 125- and 250 bp paired-end short 
read data when the reference genome was created. Using 
the R package complex-upset v1.3.3 [20], the relation-
ship between samples was illustrated by a method called 
UpSet plots [21]. Among the 414,952 high-quality SNPs 
remaining after the selection process, 319,431 (77%) loci 
were identified as heterozygous among all 18 samples 
tested in common, and there were only 76 homozygous 
alternative loci among all 18 samples tested in common 
(Fig.  1b, c). During nutritional reproduction; homozy-
gous alternative loci were considered unlikely to occur. 
A report examining mutations during trophic reproduc-
tion in several plants found that 99% of mutations were 
heterozygous [22]. However, a small number of loci con-
taining some homozygous alternative samples were in 
fact detected (Fig.  1c). Of the high-quality SNPs, 3.1% 
(12,923/414,952 loci) contained samples of the homozy-
gous alternative, of which 99.4% (12,847/12,923 loci) 
contained homozygous reference and/or heterozygous 
samples were included (Additional file 1: Fig. S4a). 89.2% 
of the loci (11,459/12,847 loci) had one homozygous 
alternative sample; the other samples were heterozygous 

(Additional file  1: Fig. S4b, c).Therefore, we speculated 
that a small number of the homozygous alternative loci 
may have arisen from heterozygous rather than homozy-
gous reference loci. It is possible for a heterozygous locus 
caused by a somatic mutation to become a homozygous 
alternative locus via a double-strand break and homolo-
gous recombination (HR) (Additional file 1: Fig. S5).

High‑quality SNPs that were heterozygous in all tested 
samples in the WGS analysis were biased in the genome
We examined the genomic distribution of 414,952 high-
quality SNPs and their correspondence to genomic map-
pabilty using GenMap [23]. As a result, the distribution 
of high-quality SNPs in the 414,952 loci was somewhat 
skewed, not linked to the genomic mappabilty, but the 
97,869 loci, excluding loci for which all samples were 
heterozygous or all samples were homozygous alterna-
tives, were evenly distributed throughout the genome 
(Additional file  1: Fig. S6a, b). The number of loci for 
which all samples were homozygous alternative was only 
76 (Fig. 1c). Therefore, the majority of the bias of the dis-
tribution of 414,952 high-quality SNPs on the genome 
was caused by heterozygous loci in all tested samples. 
To investigate the certainty of this result, it was exam-
ined whether genotyping of loci, in which all 18 samples 
were heterozygous, was performed correctly. Heterozy-
gous loci genotyping might be considered homozygous 
genotyping if the depth of reads is insufficient, for exam-
ple. Therefore, of the 319,431 loci for which all samples 
were heterozygous, 150 loci from the scaffold1 end were 
visually inspected using the Integrative Genomics Viewer 
(IGV) v2.11.1 [24]. The results of visual inspection using 
IGV and genotyping by GATK were in agreement (Addi-
tional file  2: Table  S1), suggesting that genotyping by 
GATK after filtering was reliable in most cases. We also 
examined the 8 loci that were heterozygous in all samples 
in the WGS analysis using Sanger sequencing of Japanese 
Moso bamboo, for which we performed WGS analysis. 
For chromosome-level scaffolds 1–8, one arbitrary SNP 

(See figure on next page.)
Fig. 1  The majority of the high-quality SNPs were heterozygous loci among all tested samples. a High-quality SNPs were selected in several steps. 
“gvcf” contains records for all sites (with or without mutation detection). DP, read depth; GQ, genotype quality; RGQ, GQ at reference sites; MQ, root 
mean square of the mapping quality of reads across all samples; N, no reads at the site; Ref ALT, loci determined to be homozygous alternative 
when a variant call was made for the short read used to create the reference genome; Other, loci that were not in the homozygous reference, 
heterozygous, or homozygous alternative category. GATK-4.2.3 HaplotypeCaller was used for variant calling, with the -ERC BP_RESOLUTION option. 
b, c High-quality SNPs were analyzed using UpSet plots. Many loci were heterozygous in all samples tested. These plots were created using the R 
package ComplexUpset. The top 20 combinations in terms of the number of loci were arranged in descending order. Combinations without at least 
one sample were excluded. The classification of five regions of China (East, Middle, West, South-A, and South-B) is the same as a previous report [14]. 
b Heterozygous sample combinations and the number of loci. HET, heterozygous. c Homozygous alternative sample combinations and the number 
of loci. ALT, homozygous alternative. d Loci where all tested samples were heterozygous in WGS analysis were not heterozygous in some of the 
seedlings of Moso bamboo obtained in 2022. Samples from 1 to 8 were seedlings from different seeds. JAPAN, Japanese Moso bamboo analyzed 
by WGS; M, pUC19 DNA/MspI (HpaII) Marker. We used dCAPs to detect polymorphisms. 228 bases around scaffold7:10,257,001 were amplified 
using PCR. After that, restriction enzyme treatment was performed with SmaI. The terminal 23 bases were cleaved by SmaI only in the case of the 
sequence where scaffold7:10,257,001 was an alternative. Electrophoresis was performed using DNA-500 with Multina. REF, homozygous reference; 
HET, heterozygous; ALT, homozygous alternative
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was selected for each so that linkage need not be consid-
ered. The results were identical to the WGS results and 
all were heterozygous (Additional file 3: Table S2). In the 

case of seedling-derived Moso bamboo [7] from 8 differ-
ent seeds, 4 of the 8 loci were examined by dCAPs [25] 
and restriction enzyme treatments, and in some case of 

Fig. 1  (See legend on previous page.)
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seedling-derived Moso bamboo, they turned out to be 
homozygous references or homozygous alternatives. 
(Fig.  1d; Additional file  3: Table  S2). This result made 
sense; According to Mendel’s Law of Segregation [26], 
when sexual reproduction occurs, many loci that were 
heterozygous in the parent become homozygous in the 
offspring, whether self or outcross (Additional file 1: Fig. 
S7). We, then,  performed WGS analysis on the Moso 
bamboo thought to have been first introduced to Japan 
and the 8 seedlings, following the same flow as we did for 
the WGS analysis involving samples from 15 regions of 
China (Additional file  1: Fig. S8a, b). As a result, many 
of the heterozygous loci in Moso bamboo thought to 
have been first introduced to Japan were replaced by 
homozygous reference or homozygous alternative in 
the 8 seedlings (Additional file 1: Fig. S8c, d). As for the 
heterozygous loci, if 2 times self-pollinations occur and 
progenies are created, the homozygous reference: het-
erozygous: homozygous alternative is likely to have a 
separation ratio of 3:2:3 in the progenies (Additional 
file 1: Fig. S8a). The actual segregation ratio in the 8 indi-
vidual seedlings was relatively close to such a segrega-
tion ratio (Additional file 1: Fig. S8d). We found that the 
heterozygous loci in Japanese Moso bamboo first intro-
duced to Japan were fixed to the homozygous reference 
or homozygous alternative in a relatively large area in the 
8 seedlings. We also found both homozygous and het-
erozygous regions in a single scaffold in the 8 seedlings, 
suggesting that homologous recombination had occurred 
(Additional file 1: Fig. S8e). In the 8 seedlings, a homozy-
gous reference and a homozygous alternative were found 
in close proximity (Additonal file 1: Fig. S8e). We specu-
lated that the reference genome of Moso bamboo [12] is a 
complex combination of 2 haplotypes because the Moso 
bamboo reference genome was generated using short 
read sequencing (Additional file 1: Fig. S8f ). The majority 
of heterozygous loci in Japanese Moso bamboo thought 
to be first introduced to Japan also coincided with het-
erozygous loci in Moso bamboo from 15 regions of China 
(Additional file  1: Fig. S9a,b,c). These results suggest 
that the Moso bamboo in Japan except seedlings, China 

and kikko-chiku in Japan tested in this study are a single 
clone, and that the Moso bamboo in Japan was introduced 
from China as trophically reproduced individuals rather 
than seeds. In addition, since the presence of heterozy-
gous regions unevenly distributed in the genome (Addi-
tional file  1: Figs. S6a,b, S9c), we speculated that Moso 
bamboo which is widely distributed from China to Japan, 
is a lineage derived from sexual reproduction between the 
same species in the genus Phyllostachys or between differ-
ent closely related species in the genus Phyllostachys.

Clustering analysis and PCA using high‑quality SNPs 
derived from WGS analysis showed that the genome could 
be characterized by region, but the origin of Japanese 
Moso bamboo was not clear
To infer phylogenetic relationships among samples ana-
lyzed by WGS, it is necessary to analyze polymorphic 
loci among samples. Therefore, among the high-quality 
SNPs, we first excluded loci that differed from the 
reference genome but were not polymorphic among 
samples, i.e., heterozygous or homozygous alternative 
loci among all tested samples; 414,952 high-quality 
SNPs were narrowed down to 97,869 in this manner. 
The presence of a SNP in only one sample among all 
those tested indicates that the sample is different from 
the others, but is not suitable for estimating phylogenetic 
relationships. Therefore, we also removed loci includ-
ing only one heterozygous or homozygous alternative 
sample, after which 9,104 loci remained (Fig.  2a). 
Clustering was performed using pvclust v2.2.0 [27]. 
Clustering analysis of the 9,104 loci yielded clusters for 
each region of China, and for Japanese Moso bamboo 
and kikko-chiku, but the origin of the Japanese Moso 
bamboo remained unclear (Additional file 1: Fig. S10a). 
Similarly, PCA showed the genomic characteristics by 
region, but the origin of Japanese Moso bamboo was 
still unclear. In principal components (PCs) 1 and 2, 
samples from the Middle region of China were close 
to Japanese Moso bamboo, while in PC3 and PC4, 
samples from the West region were close to Japanese 
Moso bamboo (Additional file 1: Fig. S10b).

Fig. 2  Heterozygous loci common among samples were analyzed. UpSet plots were used to determine the origin of Japanese Moso bamboo. a To 
examine the phylogenetic relationships among samples, loci with no polymorphisms among samples or one sample having a different genotype 
from the others were excluded. Of the remaining loci, only those for which Japanese Moso bamboo is heterozygous were selected. b, c The 4,750 
selected SNPs were analyzed using UpSet plots. The classification of five regions of China (East, Middle, West, South-A, and South-B) is the same as a 
previous report [14]. b All combinations of loci with ≤ 5 heterozygous samples are shown. Sample combinations are presented in descending order 
of loci. Analysis was performed with the sort_intersections_by = c (‘degree’,‘cardinality’) option selected. For loci combinations with ≥ 6 heterozygous 
samples, see Additional file 1: Fig. S11. The number of loci in the light blue background sample combination was significantly higher than in other 
sample combinations with the same number of heterozygous samples. c Based on the results of the analysis shown in Fig. 2b and Additional file 1: 
Fig. S11, only sample combinations with a significantly high number of loci (considered to reflect phylogenetic relationships between samples) 
were extracted. HET, heterozygous; ALT, homozygous alternative

(See figure on next page.)
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Fig. 2  (See legend on previous page.)
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WGS analysis of common heterozygous loci 
among samples in high‑quality SNPs allowed us to infer 
the origin of Japanese Moso bamboo
We then devised an alternative method to clustering 
analysis and PCA to estimate the origin of Japanese 
Moso bamboo. We assumed that all tested samples 
were trophic individuals. In this case, polymorphisms 
among samples would likely be caused by the accumu-
lation of novel heterozygous somatic mutations. There-
fore, we hypothesized that phylogenetic relationships 
could be found by examining common heterozygous 
loci among tested samples. To estimate the origin of 
Japanese Moso bamboo, we extracted 4,750 loci from 
among the 9,104 where the Moso bamboo in Japan is 
heterozygous (Fig.  2a), and identified those that were 
common among the samples. We used UpSet plots [21], 
which are useful for illustrating complex relationships, 
to determine the number of SNPs in combinations of 
common heterozygous loci (Fig. 2b, c; Additional file 1: 
Fig. S11). In UpSet plots, sample combinations with an 
“outlier peak” may indicate a phylogenetic relationship. 
Sample combinations with small numbers of SNPs may 
contain genotyping errors. We estimated that Moso 
bamboo first diverged into a population that included 
Japanese and Chinese South-A (XA13:Guangxi and 
DA5: Hunan) subpopulations, after which the Japanese 

Moso bamboo-containing population diverged into 
the LY (Zhejiang) and WYS (Fujian) regions, and other 
populations. A lineage of Moso bamboo closely related 
to the WYS sample was then introduced into Japan. 
As many heterozygous loci common only to Japanese 
kikko-chiku and Japanese Moso bamboo were found, 
we estimated that the kikko-chiku in Japan most likely 
originated from Moso bamboo in Japan (Figs.  2b, c 
and  3, Additional file  1: Fig. S11). We further investi-
gated why the phylogenetic relationship between the 
Japanese and Chinese samples was not clear in the clus-
tering and PCA (Additional file 1: fig. S10a, b). Analysis 
using the UpSet plot inferred a very close phylogenetic 
relationship between Japanese Moso bamboo and the 2 
samples of Japanese kikko-chiku (Fig. 2b, c). Therefore, 
we hypothesized that in the manipulation excluding 
only one sample with a heterozygous loci or only one 
sample with a homozygous alternative loci (Fig.  2a), 
SNPs characteristic of Japanese Moso bamboo and 
kikko-chiku would be selected so much. It could conse-
quently affect the results of clustering and PCA. There-
fore, we performed a clustering analysis similar to Fig. 
S10a, except for the 2 kikko-chiku samples from Japan, 
and found that, similar to the results of the UpSet plot 
analysis (Fig.  2b, c; Additional file  1: Fig. S11), among 
the Chinese samples, WYS24 was estimated to be the 

Fig. 3  Map showing the phylogenetic relationships between Chinese and Japanese Moso bamboo. It was assumed that South-A region (DA, XA) 
in China diverged from other samples, after which the samples in part of the Middle region diverged from the other samples. The classification of 
five regions of China (East, Middle, West, South-A, and South-B) is the same as a previous report [14]. We estimate that the Moso bamboo around 
the WYS region (in the Middle region) was introduced into Japan over the sea in 1736. It is further speculated that a somatic mutation subsequently 
occurred in Japanese Moso bamboo, after which Japanese kikko-chiku appeared
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closest lineage to the Japanese Moso bamboo (Addi-
tional file  1: Fig. S12). When estimating phylogenetic 
relationships by clustering a small number of samples, 
the bias of the selected samples may have a greater 
impact on the results of the analysis. Even with the 
clustering analysis excluding the 2 Japanese kikko-
chiku samples, unlike the UpSet plot analysis, we could 
not estimate that LY5 is the next most closely related 
sample to the Japanese Moso bamboo after WYS24 
(Additional file  1: Fig. S12). Our proposed method of 
estimating phylogenetic relationships using UpSet plot 
analysis is an effective method for phylogenetic analysis 
was less subject to bias in the selection of samples and 
more effective in clarifying phylogenetic relationships.

Genomic diversity of Moso bamboo in Japan 
and the mechanisms that generate the diversity
To understand the mechanisms underlying the genomic 
diversity of Moso bamboo, we sampled 16 specimens in 
the same and adjacent bamboo forests in Japan (Fig. 4a) 
and investigated the genomic diversity using GRAS-
Di. The regions where all of the 16 samples analyzed by 
GRAS-Di had Depth≧10 were 6,080,028 bp in total. Also, 
when a cluster of consecutive bases with Depth≧10 in all 
16 samples was counted as one region, 46,356 regions 
were amplified.　GRAS-Di analysis allows PCR amplifi-
cation of a partial sequence of the genome without sig-
nificant bias (Additional file  1: Fig. S13). Read length, 
volume, mapped read tables are summarized in Addi-
tional file  5: Table  S4. In our analysis of the small area 
of Japan, we focused our analysis on heterozygous loci 
newly generated in Japan via somatic mutations (Fig. 4b), 
as we considered the trophically reproducing individu-
als are likely to have been distributed in the area. When 
genotyping using GRAS-Di data, we selected only loci in 
which some samples were heterozygous and the rest were 
homozygous reference. A vcf file format was used, and a 
non-stringent filter was applied to extract as many pol-
ymorphisms as possible. As variant calling is less accu-
rate using heterozygous than homozygous alternatives, 

we then filtered the data with IGV v2.8.0 and visually 
inspected 507 loci (106 of which matched the GATK gen-
otyping results) (Fig. 4b; Additional file 6: Table S5). As 
GRAS-Di uses PCR to amplify sequences, there is a pos-
sibility of amplification bias and errors (Additional file 1: 
Figs. S14, S15). Therefore, we also attempted to iden-
tify true polymorphisms by Sanger sequencing (Fig.  4b; 
Additional file  7: Table  S6). The results revealed several 
loci that may have caused heterozygous mutations in 
the homozygous reference loci, which spread through 
the same bamboo grove or even became heterozygous 
among adjacent bamboo groves. Of the heterozygous 
and homozygous alternative loci in Fig.  5 identified by 
GRAS-Di analysis, polymorphisms were not found by 
WGS analysis, except for three polymorphisms in sample 
D. Sample D is identical to the JAPAN sample subjected 
to WGS analysis. These results again indicated that the 
Moso bamboo in Japan analyzed herein was likely derived 
from a single introduction from China. The observation 
of loci in which heterozygous mutations occurred within 
and among Moso bamboo groves indicated that hete-
rozygous mutations led to diversity in Moso bamboo.

Homozygous alternative SNPs and InDels were wide-
spread only within one bamboo grove (Fig.  5). Sanger 
sequencing of the homozygous alternative loci detected a 
weak reference sequence peak, suggesting that these loci 
may be chimeras (Additional file 1: Fig. S16). Surprisingly, 
homozygous alternative loci were detected by GRAS-
Di analysis, even though we searched for heterozygous 
loci that may have arisen from somatic mutations in 
the homozygous reference loci. However, homozygous 
alternative loci were also detected by WGS (Fig.  1c; 
Additional file  1: Fig. S4), suggesting that homozygous 
alternative loci were generated from heterozygous loci by 
unknown mechanism(s) (Additional file 1: Fig. S5).

Discussion
Moso bamboo is considered to have very little genomic 
diversity compared to Arabidopsis thaliana and Asian 
cultivated rice. Analyses of biallelic SNPs identified 

Fig. 4  Moso bamboo diversity was studied within the same bamboo forest, and among neighboring bamboo forests. a Moso bamboo diversity 
was studied in four bamboo forests within a radius of 10 km. In each of those four bamboo forests, some leaves were collected from different 
culms at least 2 m apart. “JAPAN" is the same location as JAPAN in Fig. 3, so the bamboo grove is derived from a lineage first brought to Japan from 
China. The pedigrees of other bamboo groves are unknown. b Analysis using GRAS-Di revealed few loci were polymorphic among the samples. 
GATK 4.1.3.0 HaplotypeCaller was used for variant calling, with the –ERC option. The output was in vcf format. Filter 1 refers to the following: for all 
loci, removal of loci with DP < 10 according to GATK and samples with missing GQ; for SNPs, removal of loci with QD < 2.0 || FS > 60.0 || MQ < 40.0 || 
MQRankSum <  − 12.5 || ReadPosRankSum <  − 8.0; for InDels, removal of loci with QD < 2.0 || FS > 200.0 || ReadPosRankSum <  − 20.0. “Extraction of 
loci with newly generated HET” indicates selection only loci in which some samples were heterozygous and the rest were homozygous reference. 
Filter 2 refers to the following: removal of loci with [20 ≤ GQ < 90∧QUAL ≥ 160 or 90 ≤ GQ] or HET in 4, 8, or 12 samples from the same bamboo 
grove. See Additional file 6: Table S5 and Additional file 7: Table S6 for visual inspection and Sanger sequencing results. REF, homozygous reference; 
HET, heterozygous; ALT, homozygous alternative; HET in some, loci containing samples of the REF and HET but not the ALT; ALT in some, loci 
containing samples of the REF and ALT but not the HET; REF in all, REF in all tested samples; HET in all, HET in all tested samples; ALT in all, ALT in all 
tested samples; ND, no data

(See figure on next page.)
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Fig. 4  (See legend on previous page.)
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one SNP per 11  bp in 1,135 A. thaliana lines [28], one 
SNP per 16 bp in 3,010 rice lines [29], and one SNP per 
351  bp in 427 Chinese Moso bamboo lines. Moreover, 
94.82% of the SNPs were heterozygous in each individ-
ual [14]. In our analysis of 20 lineages of Moso bamboo, 
0.37% (1 in 268 bp), of the approximately 1.1-Gb region 
analyzed may have comprised SNP/InDels or long dele-
tions, including heterozygous loci (Fig.  1a). The small 
genomic diversity of Moso bamboo in our analysis of 20 
whole-genome short-read data is consistent with previ-
ous report [14].

Molecular phylogenetic trees are commonly used to 
estimate phylogenetic relationships. However, there is 
currently no general evolutionary model that includes 
heterozygous loci. Evolutionary models such as JC69 [30] 
and K80 [31] use only homozygous loci; other methods 
should be considered for analysis of clonal plants, such 
as bamboo [10], which contain many heterozygous SNPs 
[14], because polymorphisms in the heterozygous state 
should be considered as a major factor in the generation 
of diversity in the absence of sexual reproduction [22]. 
The lack of an established phylogenetic analysis method 
using heterozygous loci, and the lower genotyping accu-
racy of variant calling using heterozygous compared to 
homozygous loci, made it challenging to estimate phy-
logenetic relationships in Moso bamboo. However, we 
were able to infer the origin of Japanese Moso bamboo, 
which could not be determined by PCA or clustering, by 
performing highly accurate genotyping using MQ as a fil-
ter, and through analysis of UpSet plots in terms of the 

heterozygosity among samples (Figs.  2b, c and  3; Addi-
tional file 1: Fig. S10a, b). Our proposed method is unique 
in that it does not require any numerical transformations, 
is suitable for estimating the phylogenetic relationship 
between the sample of interest and other samples, and is 
expected to have little effect on the results due to sample 
bias. Our method is applicable to clonal plants, such as 
bamboo. Various methods have been proposed to create 
phylogenetic trees using genotyping information includ-
ing heterozygous loci, such as random haplotype sam-
pling [32], the use of IUPAC codes [33], analysis of the 
identity by state distance [14], and haplotype-based phy-
logenetic analysis by calculating the distance from haplo-
types including missing data and heterozygosity [34]. It 
is expected that phylogenetic analysis methods, includ-
ing genotyping of heterozygous loci, will continue to be 
developed in the future.

In this work, most of the high-quality SNPs were het-
erozygous among all tested samples (Fig.  1b). We esti-
mate that Moso bamboo plant bodies, rather than seeds, 
were transported from China to Japan on a ship about 
300  years ago. These individuals may have had under-
ground stems or underground stems, small aboveground 
culms, and leaves.

Phylogenetic relationships were explored by WGS 
analysis, which showed that the Chinese samples XA13 
(Guangxi) and DA5 (Hunan) are distantly related to other 
Chinese samples, and to Japanese samples of Moso bam-
boo and kikko-chiku (Figs. 2c and 3; Additional file 1: Fig. 
S11). In a previous report, samples from Guangxi and 

Fig. 5  It appears that heterozygous loci arose in the bamboo grove and then spread within it. Gray background, heterozygous; black background, 
homozygous alternative. The sampling locations were JAPAN for ABCD, JAPAN2 for EFGH, JAPAN3 for IJKL, and JAPAN4 for MNOP. Sample D is the 
same as JAPAN sample analyzed by WGS. *A weak “homozygous reference sequence peak” was detected by Sanger sequencing: homozygous 
alternative samples indicated with the asterisk may be chimeric. Results of Sanger sequencing of the loci are shown in Additional file 7: Table S6. 
Homozygous alternative loci were unexpectedly detected. It is possible that heterozygous loci were generated by somatic mutation and spread 
within the bamboo grove, and that homozygous alternative loci were generated by a mechanism involving heterozygous loci
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Hunan were clustered into the same clade in the phylo-
genetic tree, and it was also inferred that Hunan may be 
the origin of Moso bamboo [14]. The results of our analy-
ses were consistent with these conclusions. The relatively 
large number of 1,324 heterozygous mutations common 
to Japanese Moso bamboo and kikko-chiku (Fig.  2b, c) 
may indicate that WYS24 and the lineage of Moso bam-
boo introduced to Japan may have diverged at a relatively 
early stage.

Somatic mutations may have important consequences 
for plant evolution. As the Moso bamboo in Japan and 
China, and kikko-chiku in Japan, analyzed in this paper 
are considered to be a single clone, somatic mutations 
may play a particularly important role in the diversity 
and evolution of Moso bamboo. Somatic mutation rates 
vary among plant species and tissues [22, 35]. We ana-
lyzed genomes extracted from the leaves of 16 samples 
from four Japanese Moso bamboo groves using GRAS-
Di, to investigate SNP/InDels with heterozygous poly-
morphisms in a region of about 6 Mbp. Only seven SNPs 
in heterozygous samples, and one SNP and one InDel in 
homozygous alternative samples, were found (Fig.  5). A 
previous study reported 9 × 10−9 mutations per base per 
year in rice tiller [22]. For Moso bamboo, the mutation 
rate was stated in a previous paper as 8.51 × 10–8 per gen-
eration [14]. In that paper, the generation time of Moso 
bamboo is considered to be 67  years, so the mutation 
rate of Moso bamboo is calculated to be 1.3 × 10–9 per 
base per year. In this study, If nine mutations occurred in 
a region of 6 Mbp after the introduction of Moso bam-
boo to Japan, 5 × 10−9 mutations per base per year would 
have occurred in the 300  years in the 4 bamboo groves 
since and 6 × 10–10 to 2 × 10–9 mutations per base per year 
per sample; Based on previous reports and the results of 
this study, Moso bamboo may thus have a mutation rate 
lower than rice.

While we could find no historical records of the intro-
duction of kikko-chiku from China to Japan, our WGS 
analysis suggested that both of our two Japanese kikko-
chiku samples were originated from a somatic muta-
tion of Japanese Moso bamboo (Fig.  2b, c). We suggest 
that Japanese kikko-chiku may represent a dominant 
mutation caused by a novel heterozygous mutation that 
occurred in Moso bamboo in Japan, or a latent mutation 
(change from a heterozygous to homozygous alternative 
mutation). There are records of kikko-chiku occurring 
in Japan in 1951 [16] and before 1886 [36]. In addition, 
kikko-chiku existed in Japan before 1841 [37]. After the 
introduction of Moso bamboo from China to Japan, there 
have been a few cases of somatic mutations resulting in 
kikko-chiku in Japan, and it is thought that one or more 
of these lineages are still being cultivated in Japan today.

Unexpectedly, our GATK genotyping results obtained 
during GRAS-Di analysis were shown by Sanger 
sequencing to be inaccurate in many cases (Fig. 4b). It is 
more difficult to genotype heterozygous than homozy-
gous loci. In addition, in GRAS-Di analysis, heterozy-
gous loci may be incorrectly identified as homozygous 
reference or homozygous alternative due to bias associ-
ated with sample condition during PCR amplification 
(Additional file 1: Fig. S14), which may have occurred in 
our analysis (Additional file 1: Fig. S17). Furthermore, in 
GRAS-Di analysis, homozygous reference loci may be 
incorrectly identified as heterozygous loci due to errors 
in PCR amplification or an incomplete reference genome 
(i.e., missing sequences) (Additional file 1: Figs. S15, S18); 
again, this may have occurred in our analysis (Additional 
file  1: Fig. S19). In metagenome analysis, the reproduc-
ibility of amplicon sequencing is an issue [38, 39]. There 
is also controversy regarding the reproducibility of 
RAD-seq results [40]. Bias arising during PCR amplifi-
cation could have a significant impact on the results of 
GRAS-Di analysis in some cases. When performing GBS, 
including GRAS-Di, bias during PCR amplification and 
incomplete reference genomes may affect the results if 
validation, such as Sanger sequencing or visual inspec-
tion using IGV, is not performed.

Conclusions
In this study, we compared the genomes of the first intro-
duced lineage of Moso bamboo in Japan, 2 lineages of 
Japanese kikko-chiku and 15 lineages of Moso bamboo 
from 15 regions in China. We inferred that all the line-
ages analyzed were clones derived from a single indi-
vidual in a F2 or F3 genration after crossing between 
two Phyllostachys plants with a certain genetic distance. 
We also inferred that an individual closely related to the 
sample from Fujian, China, was introduced to Japan over 
the sea without seed reproduction and Japanese kikko-
chiku we analyzed arose from a somatic mutation of 
Japanese Moso bamboo. Our method of inferring phylo-
genetic relationships by searching for common heterozy-
gous loci among samples is unique and effective. Our 
method is applicable to clonal plants, such as bamboo. In 
addition, we collected 16 samples from four nearby bam-
boo forests in Japan and performed SNP and InDel anal-
yses using GRAS-Di. The results suggested that a small 
number of somatic mutations would spread within and 
between bamboo groves.

Methods
Site description
Sampling of Japanese Moso bamboo was conducted 
at four sites in Shizuoka Prefecture, Japan. All samples 
were collected with the permission of the respective 
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bamboo grove managers. We sampled JAPAN (35.1628, 
138.8873) and JAPAN2 (35.1550, 138.8949) on Decem-
ber 29, 2019, JAPAN3 (35.1619, 138.9263) on January 
3, 2020, and JAPAN4 (35.1592, 138.9389) on January 4, 
2020. We collected four samples at each site. Multiple 
leaves were collected from one culm, which was consid-
ered as one sample. Samples were collected from differ-
ent culms at least 2 m apart from each other and stored 
at − 20 °C thereafter. The four bamboo groves we sampled 
were all less than 10,000 square meters in area in a culti-
vated environment, and each bamboo grove is thought to 
have been spread by nutrient reproduction by individuals 
brought in by a single transplant. Therefore, each bam-
boo grove is considered to be derived from a single lin-
eage. The Moso bamboo grove JAPAN was transplanted 
from Senganen in Kagoshima Prefecture, where Moso 
bamboo was first introduced to Japan. The origin of the 
Moso bamboo forests at JAPAN2, JAPAN3 and JAPAN4 
are unknown. For kikko-chiku, the Kikko1 sample was 
taken at site (35.1619, 138.8856) and the Kikko2 sample 
was taken at site (35.1593, 138.8852), on October 6, 2020 
in both cases. The origins of the Kikko1 and Kikko2 bam-
boo groves are unknown. We collected leaves on August 
2, 2022 from germinated seeds of Moso bamboo from the 
Fuji Bamboo Garden that had flowered in 2021 [7].

Extraction of total genomic DNA
Two or three leaves of Moso bamboo or kikko-chiku 
were placed in a mortar, to which liquid nitrogen was 
added, and the leaves were ground with a pestle. Then, 
total genomic DNA was extracted using the cetyltrimeth-
ylammonium bromide (CTAB) method [41] with minor 
modification.

WGS and detection of the high‑quality SNPs
For JAPAN and 8 Moso bamboo seedlings, libraries were 
prepared using TruSeq DNA PCR Free (350) (Illumina, 
San Diego, CA, USA). The sequencing data were col-
lected using the NovaSeq 6000 instrument (Illumina) 
with 151-bp paired-ends, and converted into fastq data 
using the bcl2fastq2 tool without removing adapters. The 
data were then trimmed using Trimmomatic-0.39 [42] 
with PE-phred33 TOPHRED33 LEADING:3 TRAIL-
ING:3 SLIDINGWINDOW:4:15 MINLEN:36.

For kikko-chiku, a KAPA Hyper Prep Kit (for Illumina; 
Kapa Biosystems, Woburn, MA, USA) was used for 
library preparation. Data with 151-bp paired-ends were 
collected by NextSeq 500 (Illumina) and converted to 
fastq using the bcl2fastq2 tool, for adapter removal and 
fastq conversion.

We downloaded the raw Chinese Moso bamboo data 
from BioProject accession PRJNA755164 [14] and used 
the sra-toolkit/2.10.4 (https://​github.​com/​ncbi/​sra-​tools) 

to convert the data to fastq format. Adapters were then 
detected in EARRINGS/1.0.0 [43] using the default set-
tings. Adapter trimming was not performed for sam-
ples in which no adapters were detected by EARRINGS. 
Quality trimming was performed with trimmomatic-0.39 
(PE -phred33 TOPHRED33 LEADING:3 TRAILING:3 
SLIDINGWINDOW:4:15 MINLEN:36).

We downloaded the raw data used to create the 
reference genome of Moso bamboo [12] from SRA 
(ERR105036 to ERR105041 and SRR4120067). The data 
were then trimmed as described above.

The trimmed reads of each sample were mapped to the 
reference genome using bwa-mem2 (v2.2.1) [44] with the 
-M option. The reference genome was the chromosome-
level Moso bamboo genome created using Hi-C [12]. 
The mapped reads were sorted and indexed using SAM-
tools 1.13 [45]. We then used Picard 2.26.5 [46] to check 
sequencing pair information and remove PCR dupli-
cates. Each sample bam file was processed based on Fix-
MateInformation SO = coordinate CREATE_INDEX = true 
VALIDATION_STRINGENCY = LENIENT, followed by 
MarkDuplicates CREATE_INDEX = true REMOVE_DUPLI-
CATES = true ASSUME_SORTED = true VALIDATION_
STRINGENCY = LENIENT, and then sorted and indexed 
with SAMtools 1.13.

We performed variant calling using GATK 4.2.3.0 and 
HaplotypeCaller with the -ERC BP_RESOLUTION –
pcr-indel-model NONE options selected, created a gvcf 
file containing the information for each single nucleo-
tide (genomic variant call format), and indexed it using 
IndexFeatureFile. Then, the gvcf files were combined 
into one file for all samples using the CombineGVCFs 
command in GATK 4.2.3.0, and genotyped using the 
GenotypeGVCFs command with the –include-non-
variant-sites option. We then used snpshift (5.0) [47] to 
select only loci for which each sample satisfied the fol-
lowing: [DP > 4, and RGQ > 0], [DP > 4, and GQ > 0], or 
[DP = 0]. We then selected only loci for which DP < 100 
for each sample, to remove loci with low reliability. Loci 
identified as homozygous alternative or other by the vari-
ant caller in the 125  bp paired-end or 250  bp paired-end 
short reads used when the reference genome was created 
[12] were excluded from the analyzed loci. "Other" indi-
cates genotypes that are not homozygous reference, hete-
rozygous, or homozygous alternative. We also excluded loci 
for which the genotype of all samples was the same as the 
reference genome. The above-described gvcf file was then 
converted into a tsv file using BCFtools 1.15.1. Only SNPs 
with MQ = 60 were extracted using R software 4.1.0 [48].

GRAS‑Di analysis
We used GRAS-Di analysis technology developed by 
Toyota Motor Corporation (Aichi, Japan) to analyze 

https://github.com/ncbi/sra-tools
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16 samples of Moso bamboo from four sites in Shi-
zuoka Prefecture, Japan (four samples per site). Sam-
ple D analyzed by GRAS-Di was identical to the JAPAN 
sample analyzed by WGS. The GRAS-Di library was 
constructed based on two sequential PCR analyses. 
In the first PCR, 63 different primers, consisting of the 
adapter sequence of Nextera (TAA​GAG​ACAG) (Illu-
mina) and 3-bp random sequences (except the primer 
with the 3′ end TGC) were used. The second PCR anal-
ysis included “multiplexing 8-base dual index” (Illu-
mina) and P7/P5 adapter sequences. Data obtained 
with GRAS-Di were trimmed using Trimmomatic 0.38 
(with ILLUMINACLIP:NexteraPE-PE.fa:2:30:10:2:true 
LEADING:3 TRAILING:3 SLIDINGWINDOW:4:15 
MINLEN:36). Trimmed reads were mapped to the chro-
mosome-level Moso bamboo genome [12] with BWA-
0.7.17 (r1188) [49] using the “mem -M” option. Next, 
reads with MAPQ < 4 were excluded. Reads with no mate 
pair were also removed, along with soft- and hard-clipped 
reads. Then, bam files were sorted using SAMtools 1.8. 
Using GATK 4.1.3.0, the samples were processed using 
HaplotypeCaller with the options -ERC GVCF –pcr-
indel-model CONSERVATIVE, indexed with IndexFea-
tureFile, combined with CombineGVCFs, genotyped 
with GenotypeGVCFs and filtered as follows: QD < 2.0 || 
FS > 60.0 || MQ < 40.0 || MQRankSum <  − 12.5 || Read-
PosRankSum <  − 8.0’ for SNPs; and QD < 2.0 || FS > 200.0 
|| ReadPosRankSum <  − 20.0’ for InDels. BCFtools 1.9 
was used to convert the vcf files to tsv files. Loci contain-
ing samples with DP < 10 by GATK output values and 
samples with missing GQ were removed using R 4.1.1. 
All subsequent analyses were performed using R 4.1.1.

Sanger Sequencing and dCAPs
The primer sets used for Sanger sequencing or dCAPs 
[25] of loci, of which all tested samples were heterozy-
gous in the WGS analysis were shown in Additional file 4: 
Table  S3. For dCAPs analysis, electrophoresis was per-
formed using DNA-500 with Multina, a microchip elec-
trophoresis system for DNA analysis. The primer sets 
used for Sanger sequencing of loci, of which some tested 
samples were heterozygous in the GRAS-Di analysis are 
shown in Additional file  7: Table  S6. We used BioEdit 
v7.2.5 [50] to check the Sanger sequencing data.

Abbreviations
GATK	� Genome Analysis Toolkit
GBS	� Genotyping by sequencing
GRAS-Di	� Genotyping by Random Amplicon Sequencing-Direct
IGV	� Integrative Genomics Viewer
InDel	� Insertion/deletion
PCA	� Principal component analysis
SNP	� Single nucleotide polymorphisms
WGS	� Whole-genome resequencing

Supplementary Information
The online version contains supplementary material available at https://​doi.​
org/​10.​1186/​s12864-​023-​09428-9.

Additional file 1: Figure S1. The culms of Moso bamboo and Kikko-
chiku. Kikko-chiku is considered to be a variant with unusual culm shape 
from Moso bamboo. Figure S2. An overview of the WGS and GRAS-Di 
analysis. In the WGS analysis, only high-quality SNPs were selected for 
phylogenetic analysis, and in the GRAS-Di analysis, a lenient filter was used 
to prevent SNPInDels from being missed, followed by visual judgment 
using IGV, a genome viewer, and Sanger sequencing to confirm true 
polymorphisms. Figure S3. Distribution of MQ values for loci of candidate 
polymorphisms between samples. Among SNPs in the 4,103,158 loci 
candidate polymorphisms in Fig. 1a. There are 2,217,042 loci with MQ 
values, which are represented in the histogram. The area with yellow 
background is 529,072 loci with MQ=60. Figure S4.  Characteristics of the 
loci, including samples of ALT genotype. a There were 12,923 loci 
containing samples of ALT within high quality SNPs. "Removal of loci for 
ALT sample only" indicates the removal of loci for which all 18 data are 
ALT, excluding the two data from the reference genome creation. b Most 
loci that included samples of ALT included samples of HET and did not 
include samples of REF. “ALT” indicates that there were only ALT samples. 
“ALT, HET” indicates that there were samples of ALT and HET, but no 
samples of REF. “ALT, REF” indicates that there was a sample of ALT and a 
sample of REF, but no sample of HET.  “ALT, HET, REF” indicates that there 
were samples of ALT, samples of HET, and samples of REF. c Most of the 
12,923 loci containing samples of ALT, only one sample was ALT and the 
remaining 17 samples were HET. ALT may have arisen from HET by 
homologous recombination (HR) repair or other means without sexual 
reproduction. These analyses were performed on 18 data, excluding 2 
data used to create the reference genome. REF, homozygous reference; 
HET, heterozygous; ALT, homozygous alternative. Figure S5. A possible 
model in which ALT occurs in Moso bamboo without sexual reproduction. 
HET, heterozygous; ALT, homozygous alternative. Figure S6. Distribution 
of high-quality SNPs a Distribution of high-quality SNPs. The distribution of 
high-quality SNPs in the 414,952 loci was somewhat skewed, but the 
97,869 loci, excluding loci for which all samples were heterozygous or all 
samples were homozygous alternatives, were evenly distributed 
throughout the genome. b Histogram of the position of the high-quality 
SNPs on scaffold 3 and the GenMap analysis of the scaffold 3. GenMap 
analysis was conducted with the parameter –K 30 –E2. The output wig file 
was visualized using IGV 2.11.1. The histogram was created using the 
R4.1.0 function hist. The width of the bin is 1,000,000 bp. Figure S7. 
Heterozygous loci in the parent is reduced in progenies, according to 
Mendel’s law of segregation. When mating occurs, HET loci in Parent 1 are 
expected to be REF or ALT in progenies in certain ratio. REF, homozygous 
reference; HET, heterozygous; ALT, homozygous alternative. Figure S8. 
Investigation of genotype in 8 individual seedlings. a In 1954 in Kyoto, 
Japan, a Moso bamboo flowered. The number of seeds obtained is 
unknown but the seedlings were cultivated and grown at the Fuji 
Bamboo Garden and flowers bloomed in 2021. 8 seedlings obtained were 
cultivated and WGS analysis was performed. According to Mendel‘s law of 
segregation, HET loci should segregate to REF: HET: ALT= 3:2:3 at 8 
seedlings. b 11 whole-genome short-read data were used for WGS 
analysis. Moso bamboo thought to have been first introduced to Japan, 
the 8 seedlings and 125- and 250-bp short reads used when the reference 
genome was created were analyzed. c Genotypes for each sample in 
549,916 high-quality SNPs. d Extraction of loci, where the “JAPAN” is HET 
was performed. Genotypes for each sample in the 520,806 SNPs is shown 
in the bar graph. e Among the 520,806 SNPs extracted in d, the 
distribution of SNPs in scaffold 3, which is a chromosome-level scaffold, 
was investigated in each sample. The bin width is 500,000 bp. The hist 
function of R4.1.0 was used to draw the figure. Scaffold 3: 62,305,000-
62,307,000 area shown enlarged. In this region, there is one SNP in each 
bin. f A note about the histograms in e. Moso bamboo as well as most of 
eukaryotes have 2 haplotypes. The Moso bamboo reference genome [12] 
was constructed using short-read sequencing data. Therefore, it is likely 
that the reference genome has fragmented haplotypes. In seedlings, there 
should be both homozygous fixed loci and heterozygous loci. However, in 
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the homozygous-fixed region, the heterozygous reference loci and the 
homozygous alternative loci should be randomly distributed when 
compared with the reference genome. In the histogram, REF, HET, and ALT 
were aggregated and stacked vertically within the same bin. REF, 
homozygous reference; HET, heterozygous; ALT, homozygous alternative. 
Figure S9. Summary of genotypes for each sample a Genotypes for each 
sample of 414,952 high-quality SNPs shown in Fig. 1a. b The genotype of 
each sample of loci where the "JAPAN" sample is HET. REF, homozygous 
reference; HET, heterozygous; ALT, homozygous alternative. c Distribution 
in each sample of 21,969 loci of scaffold3 out of 350,393 loci shown in b. 
The bin width is 500,000 bp. Figure S10. Clustering and PCA could not 
deduce the origin of Japanese Moso bamboo. The 9,104 loci used in 
Fig. 2a were analyzed. Genotype was converted to homozygous 
reference=0, heterozygous=0.5, homozygous alternative=1. a The 
clustering was performed using pvclust of R package. The analysis 
condition is Euclidean distance, Ward.D2 method, nboot=1000. b PCA was 
performed using the R function prcomp. Figure S11. Analysis of the 
origin of Japanese Moso bamboo by analysis of heterozygous SNPs 
common among samples. The selected 4,750 SNPs shown in Fig. 2a were 
analyzed using UpSet plots. UpSet plots are alternative to the Venn 
Diagram used to deal with more than 3 sets. These figures were created 
using an R package called ComplexUpset.  Analysis was performed under 
the condition of “sort_intersections_by = c (‘degree’,‘cardinality’)”. For 
sample combinations other than 15 and 16, all sample combinations are 
shown. For sample combinations with 15 heterozygous samples, only 
sample combinations with the minimum number of loci of 2 or more than 
2 are shown. For sample combinations with 16 heterozygous samples, 
only sample combinations with the minimum number of loci of 10 or 
more than 10 are shown. HET, heterozygous. Figure S12. Clustering 
analysis without 2 kikko-chiku samples. a With the exclusion of the 2 
samples of Japanese Kikko-chiku, loci with no polymorphism among 
samples or one sample having a different genotype from the others were 
excluded. b The 7,376 loci were analyzed. Genotype was converted to 
homozygous reference=0, heterozygous=0.5, homozygous alternative=1.  
The clustering was performed using pvclust of R package. The analysis 
condition is Euclidean distance, Ward.D2 method, nboot=1,000. Figure 
S13. Partial sequences of the Moso bamboo genome were evenly 
amplified from the genome using GRAS-Di. We plotted the tip loci of each 
amplified region with a depth of 10 or more for all 16 samples. a All 
scaffolds. b Scaffold1. Figure S14. A model in which heterozygous loci are 
falsely detected as different genotypes in GRAS-Di analysis. Red letters 
indicate incorrect genotyping. REF, homozygous reference; HET, 
heterozygous; ALT, homozygous alternative. Figure S15. A model in 
which REF loci are falsely detected as HET in the GRAS-Di analysis. This 
model is a model in which PCR error causes incorrect genotyping. Red 
letters indicate incorrect genotyping. REF, homozygous reference; HET, 
heterozygous. Figure S16. Among the homozygous alternative loci of 
Moso bamboo, there were loci that may be chimeras. The loci in this 
figure, which were determined to be heterozygous by GRAS-Di analysis, 
were checked by Sanger sequencing and were thought to be homozy-
gous alternative, but could be chimeras. In the 2 homozygous alternative 
loci, weak reference sequence signals were also visible, suggesting 
chimeras. Figure S17. In the GRAS-Di analysis, incorrect genotyping 
occasionally occurred due to bias during PCR. This figure shows as an 
example of the model shown in Additional file1: Fig. S14. In the GRAS-Di 
analysis, genotypes 2551827 and 25518531 of Scaffold7 in Sample D were 
determined inaccurately due to bias during PCR. The upper half figure 
shows the results of GRAS-Di amplified sequences with IGV. The lower half 
of the figure shows the result of Sangar sequencing. Scaffold7:25518527 in 
Sample D was ALT and scaffold7:25518531 was REF in the GRAS-Di 
analysis, but both loci were heterozygous in the Sangar sequencing. Red 
letters indicate incorrect genotyping. REF, homozygous reference; HET, 
heterozygous; ALT; homozygous alternative. Figure S18. A model in 
which REF is falsely detected as HET in the GRAS-Di analysis. a Homozy-
gous reference loci is correctly determined to be a homozygous reference 
if the reference genome is complete. b This figure shows the case where 
some sequences of the genome are missing from the reference genome. 
If the missing sequence in the reference genome is amplified or not due 
to bias during PCR, the homozygous reference loci may be correctly 
determined to be homozygous reference, but may also be determined to 

be HET due to incorrect mapping. Red letters indicate incorrect 
genotyping. REF, homozygous reference; HET, heterozygous. Figure S19. 
In the GRAS-Di analysis, homozygous reference loci were occasionally 
incorrectly determined to be heterozygous loci. In GRAS-Di analysis, 
genotypes of 13981116, 13981148, and 13981151 of Scaffold5 in Sample B 
were all heterozygous, but those loci were all homozygous reference in 
Sanger sequencing. In the GRAS-Di analysis, 13 samples of 13981116 from 
Scaffold 5 and 14 samples of 13981148 and 13981151 from Scaffold 5 
were incorrectly determined as heterozygous. In the PCR error model in 
Additional file 1: Fig. S15, it is unlikely that the same error would occur in 
the same loci of a large number of samples. Probably, these errors were 
caused by "incomplete reference genome and bias during PCR", which 
corresponds to Additional file 1: Fig. S18b. REF, homozygous reference; 
HET, heterozygous.

Additional file2: Table S1. Visual inspection of 150 of the 319,431 loci for 
which all samples were heterozygous.

Additional file3: Table S2. Sangar sequencing and dCAPs results for loci 
for which all samples tested in the WGS analysis were heterozygous.

Additional file4: Table S3. Primers and restriction enzymes used for 
Sangar sequencing and dCAPs.

Additional file5: Table S4. Read length, volume, and mapped reads for 
GRAS-Di analysis.

Additional file 6: Table S5. GATK genotyping results using GRAS-Di data 
were visually inspected using IGV.

Additional file 7: Table S6. Inspection of polymorphisms detected by 
GRAS-Di analysis with Sanger sequencing.

Acknowledgements
We thank Fuji Bamboo Garden, Harutsugu Kashiwagi of Ecopale, Inc., and 
Makoto Endo and Michio Nimura for providing samples of Japanese Moso 
bamboo and Kikko-chiku leaves. We thank Harutsugu Kashiwagi and Masa-
toshi Watanabe for providing information on the history of Japanese Moso 
bamboo and kikko-chiku. We thank Noriko Nishide for assistance with some of 
the experiments.

Authors’ contributions
TI organized the entire work. NN and TI designed the research. NN, AS and TM 
conducted experiments. NN and TI analyzed the data and wrote the manu-
script. All the authors revised it.

Funding
This work was supported by the Human Frontier Science Program Organiza-
tion (grant number RGP0011/2019; awarded to T.I.), and by the Cabinet Office, 
Government of Japan, Cross-ministerial Moonshot Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries Research and Development Program, “Technologies for Smart Bio-
industry and Agriculture” (funding agency: Bio-oriented Technology Research 
Advancement Institution; grant number JPJ009237, awarded to TI.), JSPS 
Grant-in-Aid for Transformative Research Areas A (grant numbers JP22H05180 
and JP22H05172; awarded to TI.), Cooperative use and Research Grant of the 
Genome Research for BioResource, NODAI Genome Research Center, Tokyo 
University of Agriculture, and JST SPRING (grant number JPMJSP2108; awarded 
to NN.). The super-computing resource was provided by Human Genome 
Center, the Institute of Medical Science, the University of Tokyo.

Availability of data and materials
The datasets generated and/or analyzed during the current study are avail-
able in the DDBJ repository, PRJDB14590, PRJDB14591, PRJDB14592 and 
PRJDB15604.

Declarations

Ethics approval and consent to participate
This study on plants, including the collection of plant material, complied with 
relevant institutional, national, and international guidelines and legislation. 
The samples were collected from private lands, and all samples collection 
with protocols approved by the owner after signing a memorandum of 



Page 15 of 16Nishiyama et al. BMC Genomics          (2023) 24:348 	

understanding with the owner and obtaining permission. Since this study 
did not involve any endangered or protected species, no ethical approval 
or consent was required. All Moso bamboo and kikko-chiku sampling was 
conducted in managed bamboo forests, including botanical gardens, private 
gardens, and agricultural lands for bamboo shoot production. Norihide Nishiy-
ama and Harutsugu Kashiwagi determined that the samples were definitely 
Moso bamboo and kikko-chiku, and the correctness of this determination was 
supported by WGS and GRAS-Di analysis.

Consent for publication
The authors declare no competing interests.

Competing interests
Not applicable.

Author details
1 Department of Agricultural and Environmental Biology, Laboratory of Plant 
Breeding & Genetics, The University of Tokyo, 1‑1‑1 Yayoi, Bunkyo‑Ku, 
Tokyo 113‑8657, Japan. 2 Department of Bioscience, Faculty of Life Sciences, Tokyo 
University of Agriculture, 1‑1‑1 Sakuragaoka Setagaya‑Ku, Tokyo 156‑8502, 
Japan. 3 The NODAI Genome Research Center (NGRC), Tokyo University 
of Agriculture, 1‑1‑1 Sakuragaoka Setagaya‑Ku, Tokyo 156‑8502, Japan. 

Received: 11 January 2023   Accepted: 4 June 2023

References
	1.	 Zheng X, Lin S, Fu H, Wan Y, Ding Y. The Bamboo Flowering Cycle Sheds 

Light on Flowering Diversity. Front Plant Sci. 2020;11 April:1–14.
	2.	 Ramakrishnan M, Yrjälä K, Vinod KK, Sharma A, Cho J, Satheesh V, 

et al. Genetics and genomics of moso bamboo (Phyllostachys edulis): 
Current status, future challenges, and biotechnological opportuni-
ties toward a sustainable bamboo industry. Food Energy Secur. 
2020;9:1–36.

	3.	 Watanabe M, Ueda K, Manabe I, Akai T. Flowering, Seeding, Germina-
tion, and Flowering Periodicity of Phyllostachys pubescens. J Japanese 
For Soc. 1982;64:107–11.

	4.	 Nagao A, Ishikawa T. Simultaneous flowering of Phyllostachys pube-
scens grown from seeds at Forestry and Forest Products Research 
Institute (in Japanese). For Pests. 1998;47:11–4.

	5.	 Suzuki M, Ide Y. Phyllostachys pubescens grown in the Tokyo University 
Forest at Chiba flowered with a 67-year flowering interval (in Japa-
nese). For Pests. 1998;47:9–10.

	6.	 Isagi Y, Shimada K, Kushima H, Tanaka N, Nagao A, Ishikawa T, et al. 
Clonal structure and flowering traits of a bamboo [Phyllostachys 
pubescens (Mazel) Ohwi] stand grown from a simultaneous flowering 
as revealed by AFLP analysis. Mol Ecol. 2004;13:2017–21.

	7.	 Kobayashi K, Nishiyama N, Kashiwagi H, Shibata S. Mass-flowering 
of Cultivated Moso Bamboo, Phyllostachys edulis (Poaceae) after 
More Than a Half-century of Vegetative Growth. J JAPANESE Bot. 
2022;97:145–55.

	8.	 Lai CC, Hsiao JY. Genetic variation of phyllostachys pubescens (Bam-
busoideae, Poaceae) in Taiwan based on DNA polymorphisms. Bot Bull 
Acad Sin. 1997;38:145–52.

	9.	 Jiang W, Zhang W, Ding Y. Development of Polymorphic Microsatellite 
Markers for Phyllostachys edulis (Poaceae), an Important Bamboo Spe-
cies in China. Appl Plant Sci. 2013;1:1200012.

	10.	 Isagi Y, Oda T, Fukushima K, Lian C, Yokogawa M, Kaneko S. Predomi-
nance of a single clone of the most widely distributed bamboo species 
Phyllostachys edulis in East Asia. J Plant Res. 2016;129:21–7.

	11.	 Peng Z, Lu Y, Li L, Zhao Q, Feng Q, Gao Z, et al. The draft genome of the 
fast-growing non-timber forest species moso bamboo (Phyllostachys 
heterocycla). Nat Genet. 2013;45:456–61.

	12.	 Zhao H, Gao Z, Wang L, Wang J, Wang S, Fei B, et al. Chromosome-level 
reference genome and alternative splicing atlas of moso bamboo 
(Phyllostachys edulis). Gigascience. 2018;7:1–12.

	13.	 Saitou N, Nei M. The neighbor-joining method: a new method for 
reconstructing phylogenetic trees. Mol Biol Evol. 1987;4:406–25.

	14.	 Zhao H, Sun S, Ding Y, Wang Y, Yue X, Du X, et al. Analysis of 427 
genomes reveals moso bamboo population structure and genetic 
basis of property traits. Nat Commun. 2021;12:1–12.

	15.	 Kosuga R, Itou K, Kasahara H. Bisanhoukan. Takamurabundo: Nagoya; 
1897.

	16.	 Ueda K. Useful bamboo and bamboo shoots. Hakuyusha: Tokyo; 1963.
	17.	 Shigematsu Y. Timeline of the History of the Bamboo Industry in Japan. 

Bamboo J. 1984;2:63–80.
	18.	 Hosoya S, Hirase S, Kikuchi K, Nanjo K, Nakamura Y, Kohno H, et al. 

Random PCR-based genotyping by sequencing technology GRAS-Di 
(genotyping by random amplicon sequencing, direct) reveals genetic 
structure of mangrove fishes. Mol Ecol Resour. 2019;19:1153–63.

	19.	 McKenna A, Hanna M, Banks E, Andrey S, Kristian C, Andrew K, et al. The 
Genome Analysis Toolkit: A MapReduce framework for analyzing next-
generation DNA sequencing data. Genome Res. 2010;20:1297–303.

	20.	 Krassowski M. ComplexUpset. https://​github.​com/​krass​owski/​compl​
ex-​upset. Accessed 9 Dec 2022.

	21.	 Lex A, Gehlenborg N, Strobelt H, Vuillemot R, Pfister H. UpSet: 
Visualization of intersecting sets. IEEE Trans Vis Comput Graph. 
2014;20:1983–92.

	22.	 Wang L, Ji Y, Hu Y, Hu H, Jia X, Jiang M, et al. The architecture of intra-
organism mutation rate variation in plants. PLoS Biol. 2019;17:1–29.

	23.	 Pockrandt C, Alzamel M, Iliopoulos CS, Reinert K. GenMap: Ultra-fast 
computation of genome mappability. Bioinformatics. 2020;36:3687–92.

	24.	 Robinson JT, Thorvaldsdóttir H, Winckler W, Guttman M, Lander ES, 
Getz G, et al. Integrative Genome Viewer. Nat Biotechnol. 2011;29:24–6.

	25.	 Neff MM, Neff JD, Chory J, Pepper AE. dCAPS, a simple technique for 
the genetic analysis of single nucleotide polymorphisms: Experimental 
applications in Arabidopsis thaliana genetics. Plant J. 1998;14:387–92.

	26.	 Mendel G. Versuche uber pflanzen-hybriden. Verhandlungen des 
naturforschenden Vereins in Brunn fur. 1866;4:3–47.

	27.	 Suzuki R, Shimodaira H. Pvclust: An R package for assessing the uncer-
tainty in hierarchical clustering. Bioinformatics. 2006;22:1540–2.

	28.	 Alonso-Blanco C, Andrade J, Becker C, Bemm F, Bergelson J, Borgwardt 
KMM, et al. 1,135 Genomes Reveal the Global Pattern of Polymorphism 
in Arabidopsis thaliana. Cell. 2016;166:481–91.

	29.	 Wang W, Mauleon R, Hu Z, Chebotarov D, Tai S, Wu Z, et al. Genomic 
variation in 3,010 diverse accessions of Asian cultivated rice. Nature. 
2018;557:43–9.

	30.	 Jukes TH, Cantor CR. “Evolution of Protein Molecules”, in Munro, H. N. 
ed. Mammalian protein metabolism. New York: Academic Press; 1969.

	31.	 Kimura M. A simple method for estimating evolutionary rates of base 
substitutions through comparative studies of nucleotide sequences. J 
Mol Evol. 1980;16:111–20.

	32.	 Lischer HEL, Excoffier L, Heckel G. Ignoring heterozygous sites biases 
phylogenomic estimates of divergence times: Implications for the 
evolutionary history of Microtus voles. Mol Biol Evol. 2014;31:817–31.

	33.	 Johnson AD. An extended IUPAC nomenclature code for polymorphic 
nucleic acids. Bioinformatics. 2010;26:1386–9.

	34.	 Jacobson D, Zheng Y, Plucinski MM, Qvarnstrom Y, Barratt JLN. Evalu-
ation of various distance computation methods for construction of 
haplotype-based phylogenies from large MLST dataset. Mol Phylo-
genet Evol. 2022;177 June:107608.

	35.	 Orr AJ, Padovan A, Kainer D, Külheim C, Bromham L, Bustos-Segura C, 
et al. A phylogenomic approach reveals a low somatic mutation rate in 
a long-lived plant. Proc R Soc B Biol Sci. 2020;287:20192364.

	36.	 Katayama N, Ono M, Nakajima G. Nihonchikuhu. Tokyo: Ishikawa Jihei; 
1886.

	37.	 Okamura S. Keienchikuhu. Japan: Seiseishashujin; 1841.
	38.	 Zhou J, Wu L, Deng Y, Zhi X, Jiang YH, Tu Q, et al. Reproducibility 

and quantitation of amplicon sequencing-based detection. ISME J. 
2011;5:1303–13.

	39.	 Wen C, Wu L, Qin Y, Van Nostrand JD, Ning D, Sun B, et al. Evaluation 
of the reproducibility of amplicon sequencing with Illumina MiSeq 
platform. PLoS ONE. 2017;12:1–20.

	40.	 Robledo D, Palaiokostas C, Bargelloni L, Martínez P, Houston R. Applica-
tions of genotyping by sequencing in aquaculture breeding and 
genetics. Rev Aquac. 2018;10:670–82.

	41.	 Murray MG, Thompson WF. Rapid isolation of high molecular weight 
plant DNA. Nucleic Acids Res. 1980;8:4321–6.

https://github.com/krassowski/complex-upset
https://github.com/krassowski/complex-upset


Page 16 of 16Nishiyama et al. BMC Genomics          (2023) 24:348 

•
 
fast, convenient online submission

 •
  

thorough peer review by experienced researchers in your field

• 
 
rapid publication on acceptance

• 
 
support for research data, including large and complex data types

•
  

gold Open Access which fosters wider collaboration and increased citations 

 
maximum visibility for your research: over 100M website views per year •

  At BMC, research is always in progress.

Learn more biomedcentral.com/submissions

Ready to submit your researchReady to submit your research  ?  Choose BMC and benefit from: ?  Choose BMC and benefit from: 

	42.	 Bolger AM, Lohse M, Usadel B. Trimmomatic: A flexible trimmer for 
Illumina sequence data. Bioinformatics. 2014;30:2114–20.

	43.	 Wang TH, Huang CC, Hung JH. EARRINGS: An efficient and accurate 
adapter trimmer entails no a priori adapter sequences. Bioinformatics. 
2021;37:1846–52.

	44.	 Vasimuddin M, Sanchit M, Heng L, Srinivas A. Efficient architecture-
aware acceleration of BWA-MEM for multicore systems. IEEE 33rd Int 
Parallel Distrib Process Symp. 2019; i:314–24.

	45.	 Danecek P, Bonfield JK, Liddle J, Marshall J, Ohan V, Pollard MO, et al. 
Twelve years of SAMtools and BCFtools. Gigascience. 2021;10:1–4.

	46.	 Broad Institute. Picard. https://​broad​insti​tute.​github.​io/​picard. 
Accessed 9 Dec 2022.

	47.	 Cingolani P, Platts A, Wang LL, Coon M, Nguyen T, Wang L, et al. A 
program for annotating and predicting the effects of single nucleotide 
polymorphisms, SnpEff. Fly (Austin). 2012;6:80–92.

	48.	 R Core Team. R: A language and environment for statistical computing. 
R Foundation for Statistical Computing, Vienna, Austria. https://​www.R-​
proje​ct.​org/. Accessed 9 Dec 2022.

	49.	 Li H, Durbin R. Fast and accurate short read alignment with Burrows-
Wheeler transform. Bioinformatics. 2009;25:1754–60.

	50.	 Hall TA. BioEdit: A user-friendly biological sequence alignment, editor and 
analysis program for Windows 95/98/ NT. Nucleic Acids Symposium Ser 
(Oxf ). 1999;41:95–8.

Publisher’s Note
Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in pub-
lished maps and institutional affiliations.

https://broadinstitute.github.io/picard
https://www.R-project.org/
https://www.R-project.org/

	High genome heterozygosity revealed vegetative propagation over the sea in Moso bamboo
	Abstract 
	Background 
	Results 
	Conclusions 

	Background
	Results
	In the WGS analysis, the majority of high-quality SNPs were identified as heterozygous loci among all tested samples
	High-quality SNPs that were heterozygous in all tested samples in the WGS analysis were biased in the genome
	Clustering analysis and PCA using high-quality SNPs derived from WGS analysis showed that the genome could be characterized by region, but the origin of Japanese Moso bamboo was not clear
	WGS analysis of common heterozygous loci among samples in high-quality SNPs allowed us to infer the origin of Japanese Moso bamboo
	Genomic diversity of Moso bamboo in Japan and the mechanisms that generate the diversity

	Discussion
	Conclusions
	Methods
	Site description
	Extraction of total genomic DNA
	WGS and detection of the high-quality SNPs
	GRAS-Di analysis
	Sanger Sequencing and dCAPs

	Anchor 21
	Acknowledgements
	References


